
Page 1 The ChiefTain

The ChiefTain
Montville HigH ScHool oakdale, ct 06370                                                          iSSue #9 2016

EJI Senior Attorney Visits MHS

By: Nicole Funk and Staff Editors

 Montville High School was 
very honored to host a special guest on 
Sept. 20, 2016. Equal Justice Initiative’s 
(EJI) senior attorney, Jacqueline Jones-
Peace, paid MHS a visit to discuss Bryan 
Stevenson’s “Just Mercy.” Many students 
were excited to have Jones-Peace here, 
and they revisited their favorite parts of 
the story. 
 The assembly started with Jones-
Peace explaining EJI’s goals. Some of 
these goals are to end life in prison without 
parole for minors and to represent as many 
death row cases as possible, especially for 
people with intellectual disabilities who 
don’t exactly know right from wrong. 
According to Jones-Peace, EJI receives 
many letters from people requesting fair 
representation. 
 Jones-Peace also explained the 
term underrepresentation, which can range 
from not having enough money for good 
lawyers or lawyers bypassing important 
information that might help a defendant’s 
case and could prove them innocent of a 

crime that he or she did not commit. The 
senior attorney summarized specific cases 
such as Trina Garnett, Anthony Hinton, 
and George Stinney, all of whom are 
written about in “Just Mercy.”
 Many students were impacted by 
the book and Jones-Peaces’s stories. “It 
really opened my eyes to all of the social 
injustice in America,” explained Molly 
Podeswa. Joshua Tanguay elaborated, 
“Sure, we still have a lot to go in the area 
of social injustice, but it just shows that 
yes, we are making progress.” Sophomore 
Alana Chappelle said, “It was upsetting to 
see how kids my age and younger could 
be treated so poorly within the justice 
system and institutions.”
 Jones-Peace gave students at 
MHS an insight to her every day job 
and the cases the firms deal with. She 
gave everyone; Faculty and students; An 
understanding of the specific injustices in 
America.

Upperclassmen Rising 
to the Occasion
By: Nicole Funk
 This school year, upperclassmen 
are stepping it up at MHS. Upperclassmen 
tend to feel like they are superior to 
underclassmen and make them feel 
unwelcome. However, this year it was the 
opposite. Upperclassmen did their job to 
help out. 
 Many freshmen said that they 
felt like they belonged on their first day 
of school. Upperclassmen went out of 
their way to help them find lockers, 
classrooms, and figure out sports and 
clubs that the students would benefit 
from. Freshmen, Sydney Douchette and 
Brooke Cronin said, “I was lost at first 
and an upperclassman whom I didn’t even 
know helped find my locker.” Cronin and 
Douchette weren’t the only ones to report 
upperclassmen assisting the students.
 Upperclassmen also showed some 
love on the sports teams. Seniors on all 
teams have been helping the newcomers 
learn the logistics of their sport. Seeing 
upperclassmen helping underclassmen 
with plays at practice and letting them 
know how to correctly play at games, they 
have let freshmen know that, on or off the 
court/field/mat, they’ll be there for them. 
 Junior, Emily Funk, says, “From 
an upperclassman point of view, I think 
we’ve all wanted to try harder to make 
the freshmen feel more at home than we 
did ourselves, our freshmen year. Our 
job is to set a good example for the other 
students of MHS and make them feel 
welcome, whether it is through sports or 
just saying hi to someone in the hallway.” 
Funk also stated that, “One simple act of 
kindness could make someone who feels 
out of place feel more comfortable in their 
surroundings, which is important in high 
school.” 
 Upperclassmen definitely rose to 
the occasion this year and are helping the 
underclassmen settle into their new home 
for the next four years.

(EJI) senior attorney, Jacqueline Jones-Peace.                                                    Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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SPORTS
Rachel Marchini Commits to 
UCONN 

By: Catherine Furman

 Rachel Marchini, senior and 
captain of MHS girls’ soccer, has had 
a ball at her feet and love for the game 
since age three. When UCONN decided 
Marchini would be a perfect player for 
their team, they called her. She had just 
finished a championship in California. 
“I remember getting a call and I was so 
excited. Then I called my mom, who was 
at home, and just cried to her over the 
phone because I couldn’t even believe 
what was happening,” says Marchini, 
remembering the moment she was given 
this opportunity. Although she is very 
excited, she says, “I am honestly nervous, 
I have been playing with the same core 
group for the past five years and it’s going 
to be different. It is going to be awesome, 
but it is hard to start over when you don’t 
know anyone and no one knows you, but 
I want to make an impact and also make 
some friends next year.” 
 Before Marchini moves on to 
level D1 college soccer, she must finish 

her high school career. “For senior year, I 
couldn’t be more excited because we have 
the best group of girls I have ever been a 
part of during my four years here. I know 
we can really make an impact on history 
in our girls’ soccer program, I think all of 
the other teams recognize us as a threat,” 
she says hopefully about the rest of the 
season. 
 So far Rachel hasn’t been wrong. 
The team recently beat two of their 
biggest opponents: Bacon Academy (4-
1), and long time rival, Stonington (2-1 in 
overtime). Future UCONN player Rachel 
Marchini of course, scored the winning 
goal. 
 Growing up, Marchini played for 
Montville Youth Soccer Club (MYSC), 
Southeast Soccer Club (SSC), and 
Farmington Sports Arena Football Club 
(FSA FC). 

The Sports World Loses a 
Legend and an Up and Comer
By: Van Heller
 The world of sports mourns the 
losses of golf legend Arnold Palmer and 
Miami Mariner’s pitcher José Fernández. 
 Fernández and two others died in 
a late-night boating accident when his boat 
flipped on top of a jetty. The Fla. Coast 
Guard found the vessel in the morning of 
the following day. Teammates and friends 
of Fernández advised him not to go on the 
boat that late at night and the day before 
a game. Will Bernal (friend of Fernández) 
told one of the people on board to keep 
his iPhone tracker on so that he could 
keep an eye them. The tracker revealed 
that the boat docked at American Social, 
a restaurant and bar. Officials stated there 
were no signs of alcohol or drugs in or 
on the boat, however a toxicologist will 
be performing tests at the scene of the 
accident.
 Arnold Palmer died of heart 
complications the same day. Palmer 
was known for taking golf from the 
upper-class and making the game more 
accessible for middle and working 
classes. With his unorthodox swing and 
humble beginnings, Palmer became one 
of the greatest and most loved players of 
all time.  He won 62 Professional Golfers 
Association tours (PGA) from 1955 to 
1973, and earned the PGA Tour Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 1998. He was one 
of the 13 original inductees into the World 
Golf Hall of Fame.
 Fernández was born in Santa 
Clara, Cuba, while Palmer grew up in a 
mill town in Pennsylvania and helped 
his father by working maintenance at the 
local Country Club.
  Palmer had a career filled with 
fame and glory, while Fernández was 
an up and coming superstar who didn’t 
get a chance to see where his potential 
could take him. These two men most 
likely never met each other or had any 
affiliation. Palmer was eighty-seven years 
old and Fernández twenty-four on the day 
of their deaths.

Rachel Marchini plays in a recent game.                                     Photo By: Art Rich
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SPORTS

By: Ashley Seldon 
  Kris Dunn’s record-breaking 
basketball career at New London High 
paved the way for his rookie season in the 
NBA. That doesn’t change the fact that his 
roots are in Montville. Dunn played sports 
for Montville where he started honing his 
skills. In fifth grade, John Seldon (Dunn’s 
father) wasted no time in introducing his 
youngest son into the world of peewee 
football. There he dominated on the grid 
iron, but basketball was the sport that he 
had his eyes on.
  Dunn transferred to New London 
in the eighth grade. It was here where he 
began to draw  attention. In his junior year, 
he averaged 26.5 points, 10 rebounds, 
5 steals, and 5 assists making him a top 
recruit for surrounding universities. 
During the summer of 2011, he signed 
with Providence College. Dunn turned out 

Kris Dunn 

to be one of the best point guards in the 
country. Dunn’s story is one for the books, 
and nothing brought his two homes more 
pride then when the 6’3” point guard was 
chosen as the fifth pick for the Minnesota 
Timberwolves in the 2016 NBA draft.
  Dunn told Fox Sports, “Probably 
one of the best feelings ever. Supporting 
my family… . I’m doing this for my city 
and everybody that got support for me. I 
love everybody, man.”
  The regular season doesn’t start 
until late October, but one can already 
imagine what a force Dunn will be 
according to his Summer League stats. In 
the first two games he played as a NBA 
rookie he put up 27 points and 5 rebounds 
against Denver and soon followed with 21 
points, 9 boards, and 4 assists  against the 
Toronto Raptors. 

By: Ashley Seldon and Staff Editor

 This past summer, NBA fans 
across the country went into a frenzy 
when news broke that Okla. City (OKC) 
Thunder star, Kevin Durant, decided to 
sign with the Golden-State (GS) Warriors.  
Durant’s departure from OKC left the city 
in an outrage. The burnings of jerseys 
were expected from the betrayed fans. 
Fans took to the media, showcasing the 
event of “burning bridges”. The Warriors, 
who broke the NBA record for most wins 
(73) got even better.  Stephen Curry, 
the two time MVP point guard for GS, 
averaged 30.1 points, 5.4 rebounds, and 
6.7 assists earning the team a spot in the 
NBA finals. Some people are questioning 
whether or not Durant will fit in with all 
the new talent surrounding him.
  In an interview with Bleacher 
Report, Curry stated, “…we do have one 

Warrior’s Superteam  

of the most talented roster’s in the NBA, 
but that doesn’t mean we’re just going to 
blow everybody out.” There’s no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that Golden State’s starting 
lineup will be a force to reckon with this 
season--which includes all-stars Klay 
Thompson and Draymond Green, who 
helped the United States win gold in the 
Rio Summer Olympic Games. 
 One thing still up in the air is 
the new team’s ability to share the ball. 
Last season, Kevin Durant averaged 28.2 
points, 8.2 rebounds, and five assists. 
This, combined with the “splash brothers” 
(Curry and Thompson) amazing scoring 
rates, could leave the Warriors with a 
potential possession problem. 
 Although Durant made the 
decision to move to OKC, he let his fans 
know on twitter that it was a difficult. “…

By far the most challenging few weeks in 
my professional life.” The future of the 
Thunder is in question considering the 
loss of this key player. 
 The surprising news sent a chain 
reaction of emotion from sports fanatics. 
For example, burning of Durant jerseys. 
with their favorite OKC star. One can’t 
forget the undeniable potential Okla. 
once had, when the team proved their 
worth in the previous post season. Russell 
Westbrook (point guard for OKC) will 
now have to carry the team on his back 
if he has any hopes for success for the 
upcoming season. The Miami Heat will 
also be facing similar obstacles as OKC, 
because of the recent release of their 
star shooting guard Dwayne Wade to the 
Chicago Bulls.

Stock Photo
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ARTS AND CULTURE
New Shows of 2016

By: Arianna Velázquez 

 The hottest new shows of the 
year are up on the charts. Netflix has 
just renewed the contract of the popular 
series “Stranger Things.” Director, Shawn 
Levy (“The Pink Panther,” “Night at the 
Museum,” and “Big Fat Liar,”) is back at 
it again. The season revolves around of 
group of people and their hunt for a young 
boy who mysteriously disappeared. It takes 
place in the 1980s, and its supernatural/
sci-fi theme is what really keeps its 
viewers on edge. Hannah Sheppo, MHS 
senior, raved about the show, “I really like 
the mystery throughout the show. It makes 
me question our government and think 
about how the events in the show could 
actually be happening in our society.” 
Although “Stranger Things” is fiction, it 
causes audiences to confront some very 
powerful conspiracy theories.
 Freeform, previously known as 
ABC Family, is releasing a new reality 
TV show called “The Letter” in October 
2016. It focuses on a group of girls and 
their hidden thoughts about each other. 

The premise is that they write anonymous 
letters about one another and then the 
friend that the letter is about has to read 
off what the card says. The twist to the 
show is that if the letter tells one of them 
to do something, they have to do it. For 
example, if the card instructed one of 
participants to cut her hair, she would be 
obligated to do so no matter what. The 
series is intended to be different than the 
typical reality shows we’re so used to 
watching. It’s no “Jersey Shore” or “Love 
and Hip Hop.” Shea Badalucca, senior, 
shared her thoughts on the upcoming show 
stating, “I can’t wait for “The Letter” to 
premiere. As a lover of reality TV shows, 
I am personally thrilled to see this new 
type of twist added to a girly reality show. 
The drama will be thrilling and I’m more 
than excited to see what this new show 
has in store.” It sounds like “The Letter” 
will be changing the game of reality TV 
shows everywhere, “Jersey Shore” better 
watch out. 

Waist Trainers—Are They 
Worth the Trouble?
By: Natalie Wright
 Anybody who follows at least 
one member of the Kardashian family on 
Instagram is probably familiar with the 
waist trainer. It is one of the biggest trends 
to recently take over the Internet. 
 The waist trainer is often 
associated with the corset, a device that 
emerged from the nineteenth century.  
The corset and the waist trainer both have 
the same goal of slimming the waist; the 
difference between the two is that while 
the corset’s approach caused many health 
issues for those who wore it, the waist 
trainer has a different technique. The 
waist trainer is less harmful to the body. 
Corsets were made of spring steel boning, 
which constricted the waist and pushed 
on the organs. However, waist trainers 
are made of spiral plastic boning, which 
is much gentler on the body. Instead of 
the harmful methods used when dealing 
with the classic corset, a waist trainer 
will attack fat cells to slim the waist, and 
has actually been proven to pull together 
muscles separated during pregnancy, 
making the device quite popular among 
new mothers. 
 Along with the Kardashians, 
celebrities such as Nicki Minaj, Amber 
Rose, Blac Chyna, and Kylie Jenner have 
recently taken a liking to the waist trainer, 
promoting it multiple times across their 
social media. They use their platform to 
influence their followers into purchasing 
the device by promising a smaller waist, 
style, and comfort all at the same time. 
 What these women neglect to 
inform their fans about is the fact that 
waist trainers actually only have a very 
short term effect, therefore it is better 
for a single night out. The trainers won’t 
be helpful for somebody looking to lose 
weight permanently or reshape their body. 
The waist trainer becomes unsafe rather 
than unnecessary when people tighten 
the device to get results quicker—if it is 
too tight, it can push the stomach past the 
diaphragm, possibly resulting in reflux. 

Rodolfo Reyes watching the CW Channel.                                                                      By: Fernanda Reyes
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Brooke Dominello

“The Syndrome of Blaming Women”: India’s Double-Standard 

By: Abigale Houser 

 The number of diverse students 
in schools are rising and teachers have 
to account for that fact when teaching. 
Students come from all different cultures 
and backgrounds so the expectation of the 
classroom may not be the same between 
educator and student. 
 Across the nation, according to 
the U.S Department of Education website, 
less than one in five U.S. public school 
teachers are individuals of color, while 
almost half of public elementary and 
secondary school students are individuals 
of color. Along with this fact, The National 
Center for Education Statistics states that 
between 1988 and 2012 the number of 
white students fell from seventy percent to 
fifty-one percent while nonwhite teachers 
raised from thirteen to twenty-eight 
percent. That is a big difference between 

Diversity in Classrooms 

teacher diversity and student diversity.
 The fact that students are 
more diverse than teachers should be 
accommodated by the teacher by using 
tips from the yale.edu website. Teachers 
should first understand how diversity 
affects the classroom then follow these 
tips in order to create the best learning 
environment for the student. Tips for 
teachers include: teachers shouldn’t 
assume what a typical student should 
know, the resources that student has, or 
that student’s prior knowledge. Not all 
students have the same background of 
education so making assumptions isn’t 
helpful. 
 The main objective of a diverse 
classroom is promoting an inclusive 
classroom. According to cft.vanderbilt.
edu, five aspects of teaching that impact 

the inclusivity of a classroom are, “1) the 
course content, 2) the teacher’s assumptions 
and awareness of multicultural issues 
in classroom situations, 3) the planning 
of course sessions, 4) the teacher’s 
knowledge of students’ backgrounds, and 
5) the teacher’s choices, comments and 
behaviors while teaching.” 
 While it is the teacher’s job to 
provide an inclusive classroom, it is then 
the student’s job to be open to being 
inclusive and working with the teacher 
to create the best learning environment 
possible. Diverse classrooms are a lot 
more common than they used to be, 
obviously shown by the statistics, and that 
means both the students and teachers need 
to promote inclusivity.

 Women should not wear skirts 
in India. This was the message Indian 
tourism minister Mahesh Sharma gave to 
all foreign women. “For their own safety, 
women foreign tourists should not wear 
short dresses and skirts,” Sharma stated in 
The Guardian. There was public backlash 
and their outrage did not go unheard. This 
is not the first time Sharma has held a 
double-standard for women. For instance, 
in 2015 Sharma advised women to not go 
out at night to reduce the odds of being 
sexually assaulted, but he has never 
advised men to stay indoors. Sharma’s 
statements promoted that the government 
blames the victims of sexual assaults 
rather than the perpetrators. According 
to CNN, the public believes that the 
minister is placing the blame on women, 
when it should actually be put onto the 
government.

 Women arriving at an airport in 
India are given a list of “dos and don’ts.” 
The welcome kit was introduced last 
year because of declining rates of female 
tourism. The lack of tourism is due to 
India’s soiled reputation after a series 
of sexual assaults on women travelers. 
Ranjana Kumari, the director of the Delhi-
based Centre for Social Research, whose 
focus is geared towards gender equality 
in India, stated to The Guardian, “The 
problem is men and boys in India. They 
go for all kinds of misogyny and sexual 
acts, rapes and gang-rapes. It’s important 
for [Sharma] to have said how to punish 
the perpetrators of the crime and stop the 
nonsense of ogling women and following 
them.” These polices are just a Band-Aid 
to a much bigger wound than Sharma is 
willing to address. Stock Photo
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OPINION
Van’s Culinary Corner: 
Chester’s Barbeque

By: Van  Heller

 It feels good to get back in the 
saddle of my culinary escapades, after 
a long and tasty summer. This Van’s 
Culinary Corner (VCC) will not be so 
appealing to the vegetarian readers, but 
could persuade you to give the carnivore 
lifestyle another glimpse. 
 My colleagues and I went over the 
bridge, to Chester’s Barbeque in Groton, 
Connecticut. I was told by multiple patrons 
that this restaurant’s cuisine exemplifies 
everything you’d expect of a traditional 
barbeque restaurant. The options of meat 
for your sandwich ends when pigs fly, just 
because there wouldn’t be any pork once 
they left. 
 The restaurant itself made the 
trip worthwhile. The pleasant service 
and southern styled décor made me feel 
like I took the trip down to barbeque 
country. The style of the restaurant was 
convenient too. The order and pick up 
technique makes the food delivery ever 
so faster. Unlike most “call your ticket” 
type restaurants, Chester’s makes you feel 

comfortable while waiting for your beefy 
meals. Plus, not many restaurants like 
Chester’s have comfy booths and seating 
for the clientele.
 I decided to order the sandwich 
combo, where you decide what meat you 
want on it and the bread for the sandwich. 
My sandwich consisted of pulled pork on 
a Texas bread roll with Mac n Cheese on 
the side. Once the order rolled out, I made 
a bee-line straight for the sauce counter 
to splash a spicy concoction on top of the 
rich brown BBQ sauce. 
 Now pulled pork sandwiches 
might not be the cleanest dish to eat, but 
let me tell you, I’d eat this sandwich on 
the way to my all white wedding with 
no regrets. The sauce was authentic 
and immersed with flavor. The pork 
complimented the smooth flavor with 
a wonderful smoky taste and the Mac n 
Cheese topped it off.

Trump’s Recent Visit to 
Mexico
By: Maddy Dawley
 Donald Trump recently visited 
Mexico to meet with President Enrique 
Peña Nieto. According to Peña Nieto, 
he had invited both Trump and Hillary 
Clinton. Clinton apparently said that she 
would speak with Peña Nieto “at the 
appropriate time” and gave no further 
comment. 
 Since the beginning of the 
presidential race, Mexicans have had 
nothing good to say about Trump. The 
politicians in Mexico have managed 
to hold their opinions about Trump, 
except for a few outbursts. One outburst 
came from Peña Nieto himself, when he 
compared Trump to Hitler and Mussolini. 
Prior to Trump’s trip, he tweeted that 
he was looking forward to meet the 
government officials of Mexico.
 In an article from the New York 
Times, it stated that Trump claimed that 
in the meeting with Peña Nieto, they did 
not discuss who would be paying for the 
wall on the border of the United States 
and Mexico. But after the meeting, Peña 
Nieto tweeted: “At the beginning of the 
conversation with Donald Trump, I had 
made it clear that Mexico will not pay for 
the wall.” Peña Nieto’s finance minister 
had also said that he won’t be paying for a 
wall.
 After the meeting, Trump and 
Peña Nieto walked out of the official 
presidential residence and office, behind 
the Mexican flag, to inform the public 
about policy differences wider than the 
Rio Grande is long. Trump shared after 
the meeting, “I was very straightforward 
with my views about the impact of 
current trade and immigration policies 
on the United States.” Hopefully, this 
meeting will change Trump’s ideas on the 
deportation of illegal immigrants.

Chester’s Barbecue in Groton.                                                                             Photo By: Patrick Caron
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OPINION

By: Gigi Rodriguez

Marching Band: To be or not to be a sport?

By: Andrew Petherick

 Colin Kaepernick (quarterback 
of the San Francisco 49ers) has been 
drawing national attention by kneeling 
during the National Anthem before 
his games. The whole nation has been 
concerned as to why Kaepernick won’t 
stand up for the Star Spangled Banner. The 
reasoning is the ongoing issue of racism 
in America. The majority of the public is 
against Kaepernick’s actions, including  
Donald Trump and Roger Goodell (NFL 
Commissioner). Both of these men 
come from very fortunate backgrounds, 
however; Trump inherited a mass amount 
of money from his father and Goodell’s 
father was a United States senator. Many 
other billionaire team owners do not 
respect the Kaepernick’s decision along 
with NFL superstars like Drew Brees, 
who comes from a military background. 

Kaepernick’s Kneeling Conflicts

The reason why none of them support 
Kaepernick’s protest is because he’s 
protesting in a manner that embarrasses 
not only the NFL, but the nation. 
 I can see why many NFL 
superstars and patriotic citizens may not 
agree with the way Kapernick is protesting 
against racism and racial violence. 
However, Kaepernick is only practicing 
his ‘constitutional rights’ as President 
Obama has said. Obama has supported 
Kaepernick because he believes that 
Kaepernick is fighting for an issue that 
needs spotlighting. The problem of racism 
has stemmed back all the way to when the 
United States was born, and Kaepernick 
may or may not seem ignorant to the 
public, but he is fighting for a culture that 
is struggling without public figures like 
himself. Kaepernick isn’t anti-America by 

any means. Kaepernick has stated that he 
loves America. 
 I believe Kaepernick should 
continue to stand (or kneel) for what he 
believes in. It is easy for a white community 
not to agree with what Kaepernick fights 
for because most of the white community 
hasn’t ever had to face racial injustice. 
 Through several sources I’ve 
come to see that people of white descent 
or privileged are the ones fighting against 
Kaepernick. The several famous people 
who I have found that support Kaepernick 
are from unprivileged blue-collared 
families. The way Kaepernick protested 
was great because of the number of people 
that decided to pay attention. 

 A sport is commonly defined as 
an activity involving physical exertion 
(Oxford Dictionary). Does marching 
band fit the definition of a sport? Now, I 
understand people may think band isn’t a 
sport because it’s a performing art, which 
is true. However, it uses certain study 
skills, much physical activity, teamwork, 
and dedication. 
 Marching Band requires a certain 
skill set just like any other sport. Members 
have to use at least six skills during one 
run of their show, while other sports use up 
to three. Among the skills set, comes the 
physical work as an individual and a team. 
Practice can be hard for Marching Band. A 
former marcher/writer from teennink.com 
states that “[she] drank four times as much 
water then when [they] weren’t practicing. 
[She] also lost ten pounds in one season. 

[They] practiced daily for hours upon end. 
[She] can lift heavier things now then 
[she] could before.” All in all, marching 
band is tough work. Just like any other 
sport. Finally, dedication comes into play 
with band. You have to practice, practice, 
practice in order to be the best musician 
you can be. Outside of rehearsals, band 
members have to memorize their music to 
perfection. They have to be able to play 
without any mistakes. Unlike any other 
sport, members have to work hard.
 Competitions are another thing. 
After all that hard work and practice comes 
the adrenaline. Performing underneath 
the lights is definitely an experience to 
go through! Being a member for several 
years can really bring you closer to people 
you wouldn’t be close to before. So, is 
marching band to be or not to be a sport? Photo By: Jessica Stronach



Page 8 The ChiefTain

LIFE
Suspicious Fires At Abandoned 
Farm In Salem

By: Brooke Dominello

 An abandoned pheasant farm 
fell victim to an arsonist in late Aug. 
of this year. Four fires broke out at 
Bordeau’s Pheasant Farm located at 343 
Old Colchester Road in Salem, Conn. 
State Police Detectives from the Eastern 
District Major Crime are investigating 
the matter. The first fire broke out Aug. 
24 at 1:50 p.m. The second fire occurred 
Aug. 30 at 2:50 p.m. The Fire left a 75-
foot pheasant coop completely burnt to 
the ground. According to an article in 
the Bulletin, dated Aug. 24, the Gardner 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department, who 
responded that Wednesday, said that there 
was a large cloud of black smoke and half 
of a poultry coup was on fire upon arrival. 
The Bulletin also reported that Salem’s 
deputy fire marshal, Roy Shaefer, said that 
there was no electricity running on the 
property, therefore the fire was probably 
not accidental. The Fire and Explosive 
Investigation Unit and the Salem Resident 
Trooper’s Office responded to the scene to 
assist in the investigation.

 The third fire was lit Aug. 30 at 
11:15 a.m. and the fourth was started later 
that evening. The responders believe that 
these two fires were lit separately. WFSB 
3 Conn. interviewed Matt Brick, whose 
family lives nearby. Brick said, “It’s been 
crazy, I leave here in the morning and I 
wonder if I’m going to come home and 
there’s going to be fire engines in front of 
my house and our house is on fire.” 
 The farm was owned by Donald 
W. Bordeau and it has housed game 
birds since 1961. Bordeau passed away 
on Sept. 12, 2015 at the age of 83. The 
farm has been vacant ever since, therefore 
no people or animals were harmed in the 
fires. Bordeau’s son Donald Bordeau Jr. 
is the Salem Fire Marshal, who is also 
the public works director for Montville. 
Donald Bordeau arrived on the scene, but 
he recused himself from the investigation. 
The Bordeau’s Pheasant Farm is still 
under investigation and nothing is known. 
The perpetrator has not been identified at 
this point in time.

Decrease in Elephant 
Population
By: Maddy Dawley
 Each year the elephant population 
decreases about 8% because of ivory 
poaching and habitat deconstruction 
around the world. There are only about 
352,000 savanna elephants left in the 
wild, according to an article written by 
National Geographic.
 National Geographic reported 
that from 1969-79, almost one million 
elephants were lost. In 1989, Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
introduced a ban on the international trade 
of ivory. However, the ban hasn’t stopped 
the decrease in elephant population. 
 In many countries in Africa, 
the elephant population is decreasing 
tremendously. In Cameroon, there are no 
more than about 150 elephants. Zimbabwe 
is also losing many elephants. In about five 
years, Zimbabwe’s elephant population 
had a 10 percent decrease, which is about 
83,000 elephants. 
 The population of elephants is 
decreasing because of humans. In recent 
years, Asia has had a high demand for 
ivory. This caused an upsurge in poaching 
and illegal ivory trafficking. There has 
been weak law enforcement efforts to try 
and stop ivory poaching and trafficking 
in some countries. An increase in human 
population has also been a cause of 
elephant population decrease. Because the 
human population keeps getting larger, 
we are taking away the elephant habitats 
for human needs. Leaving elephants with 
no home and no food.
 In order to stop the decrease in 
elephant population, humans need to 
stop killing them. The increase in human 
population is not going to stop, therefore, 
humans need to find other places to live 
where elephants will not be affected. 
Elephants aren’t the only animals affected 
by humans. Making changes to help the 
elephant population is a start to helping 
other animals too.

Firefighters put down the last embers.                                                                          Photo By Jaclyn Diaz
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By: Megan Henderson

West Nile Virus

By: Van Heller

 A herd of 325 reindeer died in 
Hardangervidda National Park, Norway. 
The herd was killed by a lightning strike 
during a storm that was passing over head 
at the time. Local hunters spotted the herd 
a few days after the incident. Scientists 
are now investigating the event, trying to 
explain the phenomenon that occurred. 
 Groups of animals have been 
known to be struck by lightning during 
storms. It’s common for a throng of 
animals to huddle together for warmth 
and shelter from the rain; ideal shelters 
in nature are trees. Trees are the tallest 
features in most environments, therefore, 
they get struck by lightning quite often. 
The current travels through the trees, into 
the ground surrounding it. From there, the 
current moves through the ground into the 
legs of the animals and can travel across 

Massive Lightning Strike Kills Hundreds of Reindeer in Norway

the entire herd, like what happened in 
Norway. One way scientists make sure that 
it was lightning that killed an entire herd 
is inspecting the bodies of the animals for 
signs of burns or charring on the skin.
 John Jensenius, safety expert from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, spoke with Angela Chen, 
reporter of The Verge Magazine, about 
these mass deaths from natural causes. “It 
isn’t that unusual to see farm animals, or 
wild animals such as reindeer, being killed 
by lightning. Of course, 323 is a rather 
large number, though we’ve seen reports 
of 654 sheep being killed in one spot.” 
 Freak accidents happen in nature 
all the time, from wild turkeys, to elephants, 
they all have been killed from a single bolt 
of lightning. However, this incident is a 
little more important and life changing 

for people around the world. Norwegian 
reindeer happen to be the specific breed of 
caribou vital for the shipping industry in 
the artic sector of the world. Every winter, 
these herds of reindeer gallop through 
the sky and travel the north pole where 
they help aviator, Nicholas Claus, on his 
annual accent across the planet delivering 
gifts to children. His flight capsule is 
powered by the most elite and strongest of 
these reindeer. Because of the mass death, 
the number of reindeer have decreased, 
therefore the selection is smaller. The 
smaller selection may cause issues for the 
annual trip. 

 Mosquitoes in Waterford were 
tested positive for West Nile Virus. The 
local mosquitoes that tested positive were 
trapped on Aug. 31. According to The 
Day, the mosquitoes were found in a trap 
near the town line of Waterford and New 
London. Stephen Mansfield, director of 
health for Ledge Light Health District, 
said that last year infected mosquitoes 
were found in the same area. The New 
Haven Register reported that the West 
Nile Virus has been seen in Connecticut 
every year since 1999. The Day reported 
that Waterford is not the only town with 
West Nile infected mosquitoes; six other 
communities have been affected as well. 
However, Waterford is the only town in 
Southeastern Connecticut so far. 
 Mansfield said, “This is a prime 
time for mosquito bites, until the first hard 
frost. The point is to encourage residents to 

use precautions.” The Ledge Light Health 
District is advising all residents to wear 
long pants and shirts, bug spray, anything 
to keep the mosquitoes from biting. They 
also want to inform people on emptying 
or covering any outdoor items that contain 
open water. 
 The West Nile Virus is an 
infectious disease that is spread through 
mosquitoes. A person infected can suffer 
little to no symptoms. If symptoms do 
occur, they can include a fever, headache, 
joint pains, rash, etc. According to the 
Center for Disease Control, 70 to 80 
percent of people who are affected with 
the West Nile Virus do not suffer from any 
symptoms. There are no vaccines for the 
virus, but antibiotics can cure symptoms. 
In some severe cases, patients may need 
to be hospitalized to be given the correct 
fluids. 

Photo By: Meghan Henderson
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MHS NEWS
Friday Night Lights

By: Joshua Archibald and Christine Zhu

 Standing at the corner of Old 
Colchester and Chesterfield Roads is 
Montville High School’s electronic sign, 
provided by the MHS Athletic Boosters.
 The sign, which cycles between 
the Montville High School logo, 
announcements, and game dates, was 
purchased to replace an old sign that 
had to be updated by manually changing 
letter cutouts. Installed in August, the 
sign is a welcome addition to the school 
and is part of the district’s efforts to 
better communicate with the Montville 
community.
 According to a post on the MHS 
Athletic Booster’s Facebook page, “The 
sign will now run normal informational 
messages under … [Phil Orbe’s] guidance 
and direction, hopefully for many years to 
come.” Orbe says that the MHS community 
owes “a huge debt of gratitude to the 
Athletic Boosters” organization. He feels 
that the sign will improve communication 
between the community and the school.
 Some critics, however, worry that 

the sign may be a pointless expenditure, 
especially when compared to the various 
program cuts and teacher layoffs in the 
district this past year. Says student Lilly 
Pastrana, “The school system does not 
prioritize their money appropriately … 
they should put that money towards 
education.” Her concerns are indicative 
of a trend in some students’ opinions on 
the matter: why spend precious cash on a 
sign when that money could be spent on, 
for example, preserving the middle school 
basketball and soccer programs?
 Central to the dispute is the 
source of the cash: the capital used to 
purchase the sign was raised not from 
tax dollars, as some believe, but by the 
Athletic Boosters, a group of parents 
who fundraise to improve the athletics 
programs at the high school. Thus, the 
sign was not purchased using money from 
the district’s budget, which suffered after 
various state and local budget cuts last 
spring.

MHS Sports
By: Emmiley Genua
 The school year has begun and 
the fall sports are well into their seasons. 
Currently, the boys’ varsity soccer team 
is 6-5. The boys started off their season 
with a high scoring game against Lyman, 
the final score being 6-0. The boys are 
going into the season with determined 
goals. Senior captain, Lucas Chaude said, 
“[The] team goals are to keep winning the 
tradition ALS cup, advance to the ECC 
finals, and at least reach the quarter finals 
for the state tournament.”
The girls’ soccer team has a 8-1-2 record, 
but they put up a fight against Waterford in 
double overtime. Senior captain, Tiffany 
Evans said, “We plan on having a winning 
record, and to enjoy our season. We also 
want to keep tradition and win the ALS 
cup.” 
 Montville’s football team fiercely 
tackled themselves into the season. 
Montville’s defense has made it difficult 
for opposing teams to score.  Head coach, 
Tanner Grove said, “I expect a lot and I 
expect them to play well. If they stay 
healthy then they can improve week by 
week which makes our chances higher 
of being successful. We do lean on Jack 
Ware and Andrew Petherick, the captains, 
for leadership.”  
 The girls’ volleyball team is 4-10 
as of now. Their games have been against 
their hardest opponents and they’ve 
been close, but not close enough. Senior 
captain, Kristi Petrova said, “We are 
looking forward to setting a precedent 
for future Montville volleyball teams by 
the success we achieve this year.” The 
girls will continue their hard work and 
dedication.
 Cross-country has had a good 
start to their season as well. Sophomore, 
Mady Whittaker said, “There’s always 
room for improvement, and my coach and 
I have talked a lot about this season and 
hopefully our plans will fall through and 
be carried out.”

The new electronic sign purchased by the boosters.                                         Photo By: Jessica Stronach



Page 11 The ChiefTain

MHS NEWS

By: Abigale Houser and Staff Editor

 By this time, Montville’s students 
have all heard about the budget cuts. 
Mr. Bryan Levesque, Montville School 
District’s superintendent, reports, “The 
town cut $615,000 from my proposed 
budget last June right before school 
closed. We lost a lot of teachers last year, 
paraprofessionals, obviously the assistant 
principle at the high school. We used to 
have two assistant principals now we just 
have one.” 
 No teachers at the high school have 
lost their jobs.  Mr. Levesque continued, 
“At this point [no], I can’t predict the 
future of what next year’s budget will 
look like. I hear from everyone that next 
year’s state budget could be a really 
difficult one. I’ve heard numbers like 
the state could be at a $2 billion deficit, 
billion with a ‘b’ not million, so it’s a lot 

Montville District Budget Cuts 

of money and I anticipate that those funds 
that get cut at the state level will trickle 
down to the towns and they’ll reduce the 
funds that they give to us.” Mr. Levesque 
went on to say that as the budget is built, 
certain things that aren’t needed will be 
looked at. They will be based on declining 
enrollment, class size, and class selections 
at MHS.
 Field trip money was also 
taken out of the budget. Mr. Levesque 
responded, “We cut, I think it was $30,000 
in field trips, so pretty much all field trips 
were eliminated.” Some field trips have 
been approved, though the costs of buses 
have been passed on to students. 
 Levesque stressed that the best 
interests of students is at the forefront of all 
decisions. “I would just say that in spite of 
all the cuts, we’re going to put together a 

really [good] quality educational program 
for all of our kids. We try to make cuts 
that make sense, and had as little impact 
on the daily instruction as possible. So I 
would say we’re going to go on and we’re 
going to still put forward a [good] quality 
education for all of our students.” 
 While, predictions for next year’s 
budgets are grim, students can be assured 
of the fact that the quality of their education 
will not be affected. Last February, the 
CEA, Connecticut Education Association, 
voiced its concern about the state budget 
to the legislative committee. 

By: Andrew Petherick

Humans of MHS: Dougie Delacruz

What were some things you did during 
your free time in the summer? 
One thing I did was went to the beach a 
lot because it’s just a place I like to be at. I 
also like to going on hiking adventures at 
Devils Hopyard and I like going to New 
Hampshire to hike at a place I stay up 
there.
How has Tommy John surgery 
affected your school work and athletic 
performance?
It was hard to write at first, so my 
handwriting was really bad, but it didn’t 
really affect it that much. Eventually, I 
started getting used to my handwriting. 
Athletic wise, I wasn’t able to do anything 
for a year, so I may be rusty when I get 
back into sports.

How hard has recovering from Tommy 
John surgery been? Are you ever 
discouraged?
The physical aspect hasn’t been that hard. 
It’s just a matter of time. The hardest part 
is the mental aspect because you would 
watch everyone else play and you would 
have to sit there.
How has your overall high school 
experience been?  
Pretty good. Yesterday I felt like I 
was a freshman, it has been going 
by really fast. It’s felt weird a little 
because I missed my sophomore year 
of baseball, so it kind of still feels like 
I’m sophomore, but it has been pretty 
good.

Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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By: Christine Zhu

Guess the Senior

By: Lilly Pastrana 

 Twenty-five-year old South 
African Olympic runner, Caster Semenya 
has been a popular figure in the news after 
a fellow competitor insulted her sexuality. 
Semenya beat her fellow runners in the 
2009 World Track and Field Championship 
by over two seconds. One runner called her 
a man, because of  her advanced speed and 
agility. Sememya was required to undergo 
a series of gender tests to prove that she 
was a woman. According to Stanford 
University’s bioethicist, Katrina Karkazis, 
Semenya was barred from participating in 
competitions and forced to take sexuality 
tests simply because she was “too fast and 
supposedly too masculine.” 
 After taking the gender tests, 
it was revealed that Semenya had a 
condition called Hyperandrogenism. This 
condition causes women to have a higher 

Androgenist Athletes in the Olympics 

level of testosterone than normal. In some 
occasions, women with this condition are 
only able to compete in sport competitions 
if they agree to go on hormone suppressing 
drugs to stop the body from producing the 
excess amount of testosterone. Semenya 
was born with internal testes and her 
testosterone levels are three times an 
average woman’s. Scientists believe that 
women with more testosterone may have 
an advantage when it comes to competing 
in sports. However, science has not proven 
that Hyperandrogenism gives anyone an 
advantage when competing. 
 Medical geneticist, Dr. Eric Vilain 
stated, “If we push this argument, anyone 
declaring a female gender can compete as 
a woman.” There are people who believe 
that if a person was raised as a woman, 
despite their sexual development, they 

have the right to be able to participate in 
racing competitions as a female. Semenya 
said, “God made me the way I am, and I 
accept myself. I am who I am and I am 
proud of myself.” 
 This is a controversial topic for 
many, as some believe that Semenya 
was raised a woman and has the right 
to participate as female. Others believe 
that she has an advantage and it isn’t fair 
to allow her to compete. Although this 
controversy began in 2009, people are 
still debating whether or not Semenya 
should have been allowed to participate 
in the 2016 Olympics. Despite the beliefs 
that Semeya should have been banned 
from the 2016 Olympics, the Olympic 
runner participated in the events this past 
summer.

Guess the Senior is a new addition to 
The Chieftain. It is replacing Guess the 
Teacher, which had been in place for the 
past few years. Guess the Senior will be 
similar to Guess the Teacher, and will 
reveal more about the seniors of MHS.
 This issue’s senior’s dream 
school is Tufts University. Her plans after 
college are to “not go broke” and to go 
into a psychology or neuroscience related 
field. Her least favorite foods are onions 
and tomatoes, and her favorite food is 
toast with a lot of butter. After school, she 
does indoor and outdoor track, student 
government, and she occasionally tutors. 
Outside of school, she’s usually sitting on 
her couch and eating an unhealthy amount 
of food while binge watching YouTube 
videos or Netflix. 
 Her favorite subject is psychology. 

Her favorite TV show is “Merlin.” If she 
had a time machine she would go to a 
parallel universe. She’d want to go to 
a parallel universe where Harry Potter 
is real. If she could go anywhere in the 
world for free, she’d go to Greece. If a 
genie granted her three wishes, she’d wish 
to be able to transport to any place in the 
world in the blink of an eye, to standardize 
education so every kid regardless of where 
they are gets the education they need to 
succeed, and to get limitless coffee for the 
rest of her life. Her biggest regret is not 
being more social and less awkward as 
a kid so that she could have had longer 
friendships with people. 
 Her most memorable moment 
in high school was falling in the 200s 
hallway in her freshman year during 
passing period. Photo By:  Fernanda Reyes


